Pursuant to Penal Code
Sections 1203.4 and 1203.4a




WHAT IS AN EXPUNGEMENT?

A petition to set aside a conviction and dismissal,
pursuant to Penal Code section 1203.4 or 1203.4a,
is commonly called an “Expungement.” The Petition
allows you to ask the Court to set aside your guilty
plea or guilty verdict and dismiss the case. If your re-
quest is granted, your conviction will be set aside and
a dismissal disposition will be entered. The granting of
the Petition to Dismiss shows that you fully complied
with all the Court’s orders and the Court determined
you were eligible for relief under Penal Code sections
1203.4 or 1203.4a.

AFFECT ON CRIMINAL RECORDS

If your Petition is granted and a dismissal is entered
on your case, the record of your original conviction is
not completely removed from your criminal record.

« When questioned by Private Employers on job
applications if you have ever been convicted of a
crime, you MUST respond with “YES-CONVICTION
DISMISSED.”

» When questioned by Government Applications or
Govermnment Licensing Applications if you have ever

been convicted of a crime, you MUST respond
with a “YES- CONVICTION DISMISSED.”

- You will hot be allowed to own or possess a firearm
until you would otherwise be able to do so by law.

+ Your dismissed conviction(s) can still be used to
increase your punishment in future criminal cases.

« Your prior conviction(s) can still affect your
driving privileges.

» If you have been required to register as a sex
offender as a result of a conviction, you must
make a different motion to the Court in order to be
relieved of this requirement. A dismissal pursuant
to Penal Code section 1203.4/1203.4a will not
relieve you of your duty to register as a sex offender.

Contact your legal professional for further infor-
mation regarding how an Expungement affects your
criminal record.

HOW TO FILE A PETITION TO DISMISS
(1203.4/1203.4a)

Gather information about your conviction(s)

You will need to know the details of your criminal
conviction(s) such as the case number, the charges,
the date of conviction, etc. You can use one of the fol-
lowing resources to find complete information about
criminal records:

+ Use the Court’s Internet website www.lasuperior
court.org. This site will provide -information on
cases handled within Los Angeles County. A fee
will be charged.

« Contact the Department of Justice (DOJ). The DOJ
maintains criminal records information for any case
handled in the State of California. It can be
reached at“916-227-3400.

+ Visit the courthouse. You may request a name
index at any courthouse in Los Angeles County
that handles criminal matters. The name index will
tell you if the Court has a record of a criminal
case for the name given. If the Court does have a
record, you may ask for a copy of the Court
docket. There is no charge for a name index
search, however, there is a fee for copy service.

Obtain the Necessary Forms

You must complete a separate Petition for each case
you want the Court to address. The forms, the Petition
to Dismiss and the Order for Dismissal, are available
free of charge at any courthouse in Los Angeles Coun-
ty that handles criminal cases. You can also download
the form from the California Courts Self-Help Center
website at www.courtinfo.ca.gov/forms.




or Court

Complete the Forms

The clerk at the courthouse is not allowed to give you
legal advice. Therefore he/she will not be able to tell
you how to complete the form or tell you the specific
case information you should put on the form.

Remember, you can only expunge/dismiss one con-
viction per petition. A separate petition must be filed
for each case you want to dismiss.

If you need assistance with completing the forms,

contact a legal professional. You can also contact the

Public Defender’s Office in Los Angeles County. The
clerk at the courthouse will be able to provide you with
information for the Public Defender’s Office in your area.




YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE TO
FILE A PETITION TO
DISMISS PURSUANT TO
PC§1203.4/1203.4a IF:.

= You successfully completed probation, obtained
an early release, and/or one year has elapsed
since the completion of a county jail sentence
without probation.
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